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THE BIFSSING OF UFRRPALIZED ATHMB

"But the Iord said to David my father, Forasmuch as it wes in thine heart to build an

house for my name, thou didst well inm that it was ip thine heart: Notwlithstending thou
shalt not build the house; but %Ey gon which shuail come forth out of thy loins, he shall
build the house for =y name,”

It hed been the ambition of
the center of the religious life
crovwning the orest of Mount Zien.
it and worked for it. It was hisg suﬂreme,
ey other ‘aim was subordinste teo this
to gubdue her enemies and to extend
iote pet the temple built, The tenmple
 wald Lo her eourtiere that after her
graven upon her heart, so long had she brooded
Tee, if one conld heve examined David's
e of & temple. Plutarch told us
Letion bhat there could be neither peace
ong that he nsver msde a speech in
"Telenda est Carthage,” meaning,
Carthage must be destroyed.” vid never let & day pass without
saying to himself, "God's heouse +f, £it that I showuld dwell in s
house of cedar while the ark of God dwelleth within curisins.® Every day of his long
reign David said some such word ss thsl to his szoul. '

Mpst of you know the stery that lies behind these
David, king of Israsel, te bwild s tem-le which woL
of his people. For vesrs inm visicn be had seen 3
Hight and day he had thought upon 1%, wlanned for
all-absorbing ambition te build = houss for God.
While he was guite anxious to meke Isrsal strony,
her dominions, over and above ell of that he we
was in his hesri. Queen Mary ig v
death they would find the word Cals
over the loss of that French sea-consh ﬁown¢ Eék
heart, he would huve found graven
that the Homan Calo was =0 poss
nor safety for Rowme so long s
the Roman senate withoul conel

faning a8 & werrior David had dreamed of building a
wvey, he fe 14 the time for fulfilling bis ideal

th Mathsn the orophet, his intimate adviser, who
assured him thet God would bless enterprise, vt the very next morning MNabthan returned
with the message that God did neo? - Dgvid to b ths temple. But, at the szme time,
the promise was given him that his sov the work, snd one day, after David
himself had passed away, the temol :

A1l through his days of active namr
temple, and, now that his wars were
had come, He discuscged the malifer w

savpointment to David. TFor David,
iove of God in his heart. It must

# not to build the temple: for

in it he had meant to express his sonl's

Nathan's message, we can well bal &, Wag a gre
with all of his numerons faulbe, was 2 men with ©
have been a terrible blow to hin to be told that |
the temple was intended to be his tersiece, =
devetion to God., Nathan saw bow bitier David’le savpointment was, and so he wendt on

to say that God aceepted the will for the deed., '"Forasmueh as It was Ia thine heart to
build an house for My Hame, Thou didet well thet 1%t wee in thine heart." God saw and
appreciated al its prover valus thes love that illed the heart of His servanm, and, even
though Davidls dream remainea wnreslized in hiy own experience, God rejoiced to know it
existed, and one day, He =aid, it vcmﬂd asgpredly find its concrete embodiment. God
encouraged him with the message, Flavid, I heve looked and I have been glad to see the
temple in thy heart. Notwithstanding, thy hands ired with hlood shsll never build
My temple. One who came from thy loins, thy son, shell build it,

wifilled 1dau zrd the unrealized aim are not confined

L ORI e, our loves, our purpcsss, cur plans

e gtodio. lxk Ay esnch of us hes 1n some way or other
shared David's- disappointme 11 of us have hed our ameans, and ag we have grown

older we have seen them melting swey and their chances of reslization becoming increasingly
remobe. Meny of us have cherichsd hely, bsaubifwl aﬁ wvorthy dreams that have never come

It is welil to remember that the
to David. In our inner natures
and our ideals. There 1ife has

to fruition. As we look back on se wnfulfilied swbitions of ouwr lives, there is in
all of uve & certalin messure of disappointment. We ars not what we hoped we were going

to be, znd 1ife as we know it now is a very much smaller thing than we meant that it should
become.
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So often one's vision does not materialize, There are Christisn workers everywhere who
have dresmed of great achievements for God, bub their splendid dreams hsve never come
to fruition, because, for one reason or another, circumstances have been wnfavorable.
The will was there, but not the power. We heve seen in Chriet the manhood or womanhood
God meant us to achieve, and for that we have preyed and striven daily. The purer wind,
the stronger will, the more generous sympathy are things for which we have craved, bub
our dreams remain unfulfilled, '

Tt was in the heart of David to build a house in +he name of the Iord, and yet he never
bullt it., He collected vast stores of meterial snd mede lsvish preparations, but he

never saw one stone laid upon snother. He was dectined not to see the great house of

hig desire., He went down to his zrave with his great purpose unrealized, with the hope

he had cherished in his heart wnfulfilled, Why was David destined to this great disavppoint-
ment? It was because he was a shedder of blood.

I. The Tragedy Of Incompleteness,

This incident is an illustration of the great tragedy and bitterness of humen 1ife.

The bitterness of humen 1ife is not its breviiy, but its incompletensss, Such
incompletensss is the very badge and sign of the average human 1ife. Occasionally

we m2y come across a Simeon who feels that iife has zivemn him all he desired and

hoped, and who therefore cem rey, "lord, now lettest thou Thy servant depart in

peace according to Thy word, for mine eves hcve seen Thy salvation.® Bub the vast
majority of people do not went to depert, for the simple ressen that they have not

seen the fulfilment of ail that was in their hearts. There ars hopes which they

have not realized, plans they have nobt perfecied and tasks which they have not finished,

Think of the greal sainis of the 014 Teztamert. The 1life of every one of them ends

in disappeintment. Abrahem left Ur of the Chaldees to receive g country for an
inheritence, and he died without owning a single yard in Canaan execept a grave. Jacob
cherished the same grest hope, and he died = stranger in a sirange land. Joseph

lived for the seme great smbition, and his record ends with a fsoffin in Tgypit.®  Moses
inherited the same glorious purpsse. To establish Israel in their promised home in -
Cansan was the task to which he gave his Jife. He suceeeded in bringing Isrzel out

of Egypt. By the slow and herd training of the weary wilderness yvears he sucecseded

in converting a rabble of slaves into a compsct ard strong nation. He brought them

to the very sdge of the promised land, bubt he never saw them settled there. Mind
Moses died in Moab." In Moabl--the land of disappointment and failure. WNe missed

his aim. He never sccomplished his purpose. And that was where David died, too,

in the lapd of disappointment. 4nd that is where 811 men Rie--in Moab. Only One

in the world's history accomplished everything he set out to do., Jecus came forth
from the Father ‘o redeem the world, and He redeemed it.

Be offered the full, perfect and complete oblation end sacrifice, so that in dyving
He could say, "It is finished." But for the rest of us--we never Finish., Death
alvays comes to us before ve do. We wanbt more time., Our %taske sre never done.
iohievement pever answers to intentleon. We dream of temples which never get built,
The grave is more than the burying place of lifeless bodies. It iz the burying
place also of many great ambitions and noble hopes.

IT, The Blessing Of Temples In The Heart.

His failure %o bulld the temple of his dreams wag the great disepvoiniment snd bitterness
of David'e life. And yet the significent fact is that Devid was & richer and nobler

man for cherishing this dream that never got reslized. ®'Tis beitter to have loved

and lost,¥ said Tennyson, "than never iteo have loved at all." And it is infinitely
better to have dresmed great dreams and Tailed to reslize them, than never fo have
dresmed et all, David was a better men for this dream of a temple which he cherished.
There was blessing in his great purvose thet never got fulfilled,
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It was s Dlessing Yo David,

Hobody can live with 2 great purpose without belng ennohled hy it, ILittle aims
make 1itbtle men, but grest aims make great men. There is a refining, enriching
influence in the mere possession of a lofty purpose. There were faults enough
in David's carser. But throush 211 of hie faulbs the essential greztness of
the men shines forth, and his rreatness is due to the greatness of his ambition.
David's heart was chiefly sel, not upon wealth, not upon military fame, not
upon vast lerriitories, but upon the glory of God. To bwild & house for the

Lord was his supreme desire., Thst greal and holy purpose helped to meke David
a "man after God's own heart.” David did not accomplish his desire, but the
mere cherishing of it made him a better man. 4 grest vurpose though unreslized
ie pregnant with blessing. You cénrot make 1ife happier by dimcarding grest
ambitione on the score thal they cannot he fulfilled. Se, never let the fact of
unfulfilied ideals dizcourage you. Whether you know it or not, your ideals ave
drawing you on--on from the commonplsce levels where you might easily livew-on
to the manhood or womanhood God wants yoir to have. The nobler the dream vom
cherish the richer the blessing it will l=ave behind., Paul let us into the
secret of his greabness when he wrote, "I was not discbedient to the heavenly
vision.” ‘

Tt was & blessing to those who eame afier David.

It is quite true that David never built the temple. Bubt, was it all for nothing

that he had made such vest preparation and collected such stores of materisl?

No, it was not for nothi Solomon could never have built the temple, had not
David his father cherished the hope of building one. The materisis David eollected,
Seolomon used. The dream of the father became the deed of the son, God said to
David, "Them didst well that it was in thy heart.”

Not only did David sketch the plans and collect the meterials, bubt what is of
sven greater couseguence, he kindled the fire in Solomon's heari and made him
feel that his first business as a king was 1o get God's temple built. By his
enthusissm David created in Sclomon a love for his own idesl, and the thing

that he himself never actually achieved he inspired his son to accomplish.

It is just like thet still, & man does well to cherish a great purpose in his
heart. He may never see the fulfilment of it, but because he cherished it, and
lsbored for it, others msy sse the realization of it,

So it often has been, Many a man has cherizhed & dresm that has moulded the lives
of bis children, He has talked of it, prayed for it, worked for it, and the
ehildren have caught the contagion of their father's devotion. The ideasl has

" become the dominating fsctor in all the father's thoughts, and instinebively the

children have accepted it and, under perhaps more fevorable conditions and circum-—
gtances, have carried out thelr father's ambition.

To all appearances people have died in vain, beecause the thing they pave their

1ife for was still unrealired and unasccomplished. But they have left the world

& priceless heritage, and the thought, the vision and the idesl they sonceived
zome later generatior has taken up and made iig own, and the wnfulfilied ideal

has gt last found its embodiment. MNo great ideal is born of God's Spirit in

the heart of 2 men for nothing. Somehow, somewhere, the dresm must end in achieve-
ment, "The vision iz for an appointed time." Every noble ideal relesses in our
hearts energy thet abides forever.

Cherish greal purposes and noble hopes. You may not live Yo see them realized,
but the world will be the better for them.
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The world stands where it does just becasuse in every age there hsve been men
brave enough to give thelr lives to great causes and splendid smbitions, though
they never lived to see them fulfilled, They lsbored and we have entered into
their lsbors. Link yourself on to grest csuses. The world will be the batter
for it. : '

God spoke to David seying, "Theu didst well-that it was in thy heart.® God

took David's will for his deed, snd placed 2 finished temole %o his sccount.

It is not to Solomon's credit only that the temple is placed. It is ot down

to David's too, for David would heve built it if he could. And David's labors
made Solomon's schievemeni possible. Tt was not wasted effort on his part. God
is generous, rewarding for what peovle really mesnt to do, but were not permitted
te do.

What proof do we have that the temple was in David's heart? The stores he collected
and the preparations he made prove it., There could not be any mistske sbovi his
sincere desire to bulld a house for God.

How shall you knmow that to be like Christ is reslly your desire and aim? Well,
ask yourselves what preparations you are making for the realization of your desire.
Faith always proves itself by works. 4nd if this desire is really in the heart

it will soon reveal iteelf in the 1ife. Saying that you want to be like Chriet

is not enough. You must work at it. Is it your first and chief concern to be
like Him?



