THE MAN NOBGDY MISSED

"hirty and two years old was he when he began to relgn, snd he reigned in Jerusalem
eight years, and depsrted without being desired, Howbelt they buried him in the
eity of David, but not in the sepulchres of the kings" II Chronieles 21:20,

In this verse we have & post-funeral recital and a dread, dark dramas 1t is to re-
view, It refers to the estimate of the 1ife of Jehoram, the king of Judsh,

Tvwe old-timers met after months of separastion, and one said, 'Have you heard of
Sem's death?" The other astonished, repliied, "No, what was the complaint?" '"No
complaint; everybody was completely satisfied,” This may be irreverent, but it is
net irrevelent. Tt is exsctly what happened with Jehoram whe dled at the age of
forty, with:no one to regret his death. "He departed without being desired.” As
we read this text, we think by way of contrast of people whom so many of ug have
migsed and felt that we could not live without, so keenly did we feel thelr loss,

When some people die, many meurn, but not te be missed by anybody when you are gons
is certainly a great tragedy, It spells failure in capital letters. It is an
awful condemnation for ome to live im the presence of countless opportunities to
serve humanity as well a8 to make himself respected, homored, and loved, snd then
te prove himself such thet nobody misses him when he is gone.

What were the reasons why nobedy missed Jehoram when he was gone?
I; Bad Blood. |

Jehorem had the advanbtage of heving a goed father, Jehoshaphat, but his mobher
was & bad women, The father may fail, but let the mother fail, and God pity
the child, Nero's mother was a2 murderess, and no wonder Nero fiddled while _
Rome burned. Jehormm's mother was s murderess too, and no wonder he destroyed
his father's good intentioms apd built his kingdem in blood. The mother of
Coleridge taught him Bible stories from the old Dubtch tile of the fireplace
and no wonder he was a Christian as well as a poet. Patrick Henry's mother was
eloguent and that is why every school child knows "Give me liberty or give me
death,."

Jehoram was the first-born of eight brothers, and the throne was his by right -
of primogeniture, but when he came to the throme, he inaugurated his godless
regime by murdering all his brothers and every prince of Israel whom he theaght
might possibly stand in his wey. He reigned for eight years. During those
years of misrule he cempelled ths people to follow mnbil God smote him with a2
dreadfyl disease that brought te an end his miserable 1ifs. When he died, there
was no one to regret his pagssing. His death was his most creditable contribu-
tion to socisty. The people said it was the best thing he ever did. When his
throne was vacated, it was an occasion for great joy. They refuged him a '
sepulchre among the kings. After his diseased body went inte a dishonored grave,
his neme fled from human lips and from divine literature. You ean look the
pages of history through and find from their silence aleone that he was a for-

gotten man,

When Jehoram died, Ahazish became king because his elder brothers had been mur-
dered. When he was killed, his mother "srose and destroysd 21l of the royal
ssed of the house of Judsh," This battle of blood brought destruction to gemera-
tien after generation.
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We have come to know the cost of bad blood by the labor of such men as Profes-
sor Richard Dougdale. He has given us the fawous contrast between the Jukes—
Edwards families. He studied POC descendants of the Jukes. They were called
Jukss because they Yducked® their responsibility to socidy. Not one of the
1260 had a good ceommon school education. 310 were professional paupers; 310
2ied in infancy; 50 of them were debamuched women; 400 of them were men and
women with venereal dlseases; 130 of t hem were convicted eriminals; 7 of them
were murderers., This femily cost the state of New York $1,200,000.00.

Doungdele contrasts their record with that of about the same number of persons
in the Edwards family, the family of Jonathan Bdwards and his deseendants,
Jonathan studied Latin at the age of sim, At twelve he was prepared in Greek
and Hebrew and entered Yale University. A%t Worthampton, Mass., he built the
largest Protestant church in Americs at that time. He was called to the presi-
dency of Princeton University, but he died before taking wp his work. Frem

" his descendante we have 285 college graduastes from 45 different colleges; 13 of

them later became cellege presidents; 65 of them became ecllege professors;
30 of them judges; 100 of them clergy meny 126 of them lawyers; 80 of them
were elected to public offices other than judges; and 3 of them became gover-
nors. This group published 135 books of merit,

Bad H&rri&ge .

Jehoshaphat made one of his most serious mistakes when he merried his son,
Jeheram, to Athaliah, the deughter of Ahab and Jezebel. It is sad to note
that the father for reasons of state and temporal sdvantage, betrayed the son
into the raninous comnection. Athaliash was exaslted in statiom, beantiful in
person, and gifted with high mental endowments, but she was of depraved in-
stinets, This should be a warning to parents not to sacrifice their children's
spiritual good to worldly interests and espeeislly im the fumdamentel parti-
cular associations in 1ife. It made Jehoram an idolater, a worldiing, and a
profligste. Because a msn's surroundings help te mske or to mar him, it was
not at all surprising thet Jeboram's 1life turned out as it did with Athalish
for a wife, fhab for a father-in-law, snd Jezebel for a mother-in-law.

Modern society has many preblems, but none more sericus than that of marriage.
The foundation stone of eivilization is the home., The home is no stronger

than the marriage relationship. So far as my limited observation geoes, I have
never known = broken home where both parties were faithful Christisns, members

" of the same church, and regular.in church atlendance.

Bad Polities.

Jehoram acceded to an exalted thi‘one s and becane a rﬁler of a profmising people
and 2 frowing empire. He slew his brothers who were better men then he, after
having married inte a foreign family in order to gzin politicel prestige and
POWEY o : o . )

Bad Beligion.

I% wes in the realm of religion thet Jehorsm made the greatest of all his mis- .
takes. He forsook the God of his fathers, and plunged into the idolatry of his
wife's family. He became 2 devotee of Baal. He established altars for heathen
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worship, and what he ¢id was not dome through ignorance en his part, He kneﬁ
what was right, but he refused to do it. He chose the popular and easy road to
pover. His 1ife was a wicked one. o '

But are we not told that "the ungodly are like the ehaff which the wind driveth
awey?" FHis azrmy destroyed, his palace plundered, his kingdom extingulshed, bis
farmily deported, himself smitten of God with a loathsome disease at the early
age of forty, a nuisance to himself and everybedy else, unleved in life, he
died without being desired. He was gone and nobody missed him, Men were glad
to sse the last of him. . ' :

Do you want to be missed when you are gone? If you don't, you have a queer ides
of 1ife, snd a most wmworthy ome. To each interested soul the grest Haster of
1ife comes whispering the secret of abiding remembrance and everlasting love.

He says that he who would be remembered by others, must be forgetful of himself.
“hosoever shall seek t6 save his life shall lose it; and whoscever will lese
his life for My saeke shall find it ' - :

T sincerely hope that you may not deparﬁ.without being desired; that you may not
be one of those whom nobody will miss when youare gene.



